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COVID 
cases dip 
into single 
digits 

BOH talks 


By Melina Bourdeau 
Staff writer 


SOUTH HADLEY -—- The 
numbers of COVID-19 cases 
has dipped into the single-dig- 
its this week and the Board of 
Health hopes for the trend to 
continue, discussing urging 
more members of the public to 
get vaccinated. 

In the past weekly period, 
from May 4 through May 11, 
there have been four new cas- 
es of COVID-19, according to 
data from Town Administrator 
Mike Sullivan. The total num- 
ber of cases to 1,038. There 
were no new contact cases, two 
probable cases and one suspect 
case of COVID-19 were report- 
ed during this weekly period. 


Please see CASES, page 6 
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Among the proposed capital budget are upgrades to the South Hadley 911 communications systems as 


well as cruiser purchases. 


TA presents capital budget 


By Melina Bourdeau 
Staff writer 


SOUTH HADLEY - A 911 
communications system, cruis- 
ers, a commercial grade dish- 
washer and other items are in- 
cluded in the proposed FY22 
capital budget. 

Following presentations from 
Town Administrator Mike Sul- 
livan and South Hadley Police 
Chief Jennifer Gundersen, the 
Capital Planning Committee 
determined it would vote on the 


proposed capital budget at its 
next meeting. 

Among the current proposed 
capital items include three cruis- 
ers for $236,000, a new commer- 
cial dishwasher at South Hadley 
High School for $82,000, new 
smartboards at South Hadley 
High School for $30,000 and 
server upgrades for the IT de- 
partment for $100,000. 

Sullivan said the town is in 
an interesting spot with their free 
cash, which is the recommend- 
ed funding source for the above 


capital projects. 

“We had very healthy free 
cash, it happened to allow us to 
take on a big budget item and it 
would make sense to continue 
to invest in the capital budget 
and the committee can manage 
budget to be put toward those 
big-ticket items,” said Sullivan. 
“This is a similar strategy to 
use (this year) we are taking the 
$200,000 and using that into the 
Mosier school stabilization fund 


Please see BUDGET, page 6 
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Rts 33-202 zone change recommendation postponed 


By Walter Hamilton 
Correspondent 


SOUTH HADLEY - Fol- 
lowing opposition from town 
residents and abutters at a pub- 
lic hearing in April, the Planning 
Board concluded more study 
is needed before it can issue a 
recommendation on any zone 
change for seven land parcels at 
the intersection of Routes 33 and 
202 that would allow their devel- 
opment for business purposes. 

At its meeting on Monday, 
the board agreed to resume its 
hearing on May 24, when it will 
review a four-point recommen- 
dation on its position. The board 
routinely issues such recom- 
mendations to help Town Meet- 
ing members decide whether to 
make changes in zoning bylaws. 

No zoning bylaw changes 
will come before the June Town 
Meeting, based on the instruc- 
tions of the Selectboard, accord- 
ing to Michael Sullivan, town 
administrator. 

The proposal, which would 
change the designation of all 
but one of the parcels from 
single-family residential _to 
business, was requested by 33 
Granby Road LLC and James 
R. Channing, representing Pride 
Stores. The company has sub- 
mitted a “non-binding conceptu- 
al plan.” 

At a public hearing on April 
26, residents and abutters la- 
beled the plan “spot zoning” and 
a “bait and switch” scheme by 
Pride Stores to add another gas 
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The Planning Board continued a public hearing on rezoning the area of Routes 33 and 202 at its recent 


meeting. 


station/convenience store to its 
31 Western Mass. and Northern 
Connecticut locations, many of 
which contain brightly illumi- 
nated 24-hour gas stations and 
convenience stores. 

The board will consider the 
following four concerns: 

e Spot zoning should not be 
approved. 

e Changing the zoning of the 
subject property to a non-resi- 
dential zoning may (or may not) 
be appropriate given the adjacent 
and nearby zoning and some of 
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the adjacent uses. 

¢ Changing of the zoning on 
properties in this area should be 
undertaken as part of a planned 
approach, possibly as a result of 
the pending study of this corri- 
dor. 

e At best, changing of the 
zoning on the subject properties 
s “premature” and should wait 
for completion of the Route 202/ 
Route 33 Corridor Study. 

“This concept plan is a bait 
and switch tactic designed to lat- 
er construct one of their gas sta- 
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tion/convenience store complex- 
es with signage and lighting and 
a drive through that I can hear 
each and every order while I am 
outside trying to enjoy my quiet 
back yard,” said Lisa Adams, an 
abutter to the proposed project. 
Three of the parcels, totaling 
about a half-acre, belong to Car- 
ol Ann Dr residents Victor and 
Jeannine O’Brien. They would 
be added to four adjoining par- 
cels totaling 2.17 acres already 
controlled by Pride Stores. A 
4,770-square-foot parcel at the 
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corner of the two roads, about 
one-tenth acre, is currently 
zoned for business. 

The proposal calls for chang- 
ing all seven parcels to Busi- 
ness-A designation. Business 
uses allowed in that area are 
drive-in services, gas stations, 
auto repair and services and car 
dealers by special permit. Uses 
allowed also include profession- 
al services, retail sales, small 
parking lots and offices with site 
plan review. 

Some of those commenting 
at the April hearing asked if a 
condominium complex would 
be allowed on the property un- 
der the current residential zoning 
regulations. 

Planning Director Richard 
Harris told the board that chang- 
es to zoning bylaws in recent 
years have limited the allowed 
density of housing outside of the 
Falls area. Residential housing is 
allowed to some degree in three 
of the four different types of 
business districts. 

“Single family residential use 
isn’t a particularly proper use of 
this property and you can’t use 
zoning to take away any use of 
a property. I think it might be 
best for the board to consider 
making a recommendation to 
Town Meeting that at this time 
we don’t have a zoning classi- 
fication, a zoning district that 
seems move appropriate for this 
corridor,’ Harris said at the April 
hearing. 


Please see , page 12 
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Committee reduces preschool costs 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


SOUTH HADLEY -— School 
Committee members voted at 
their May 6 meeting to reduce 
the cost of the district’s pre- 
school by almost half, which is 
based on a per hour charge. The 
cost was reduced from $9.55 an 
hour to $5 an hour. 

Now a half-day session of 
two and a half hours is $12.50, 
instead of $23.88, and a full-day 
session of six hours is now $30, 
instead of $57.30. 

Director of Student Services 
Elizabeth Cooke said the dis- 
trict’s preschool classes provide 
classes for both special educa- 
tion and regular education stu- 
dents. They provide special ed- 
ucation students with important 
peer interaction with regular ed- 
ucation students, she said. 

The district’s preschool had 
been free for regular education 
students until the School Com- 
mittee voted two years ago to 
institute a cost. Due to the pan- 
demic, the costs were never 1m- 
plemented because most parents 
did not want to participate in 
a remote program. “We heard 
from a lot of parents that the 
rates were too high for half-day 
sessions,’ Cooke said. 

“There are benefits not just 
for special education students, 
there are benefits for all stu- 
dents,’ Cooke said. The pro- 
gram is designed for all students, 
she said. Students who attend 
preschool are much more pre- 
pared for kindergarten, she said, 
and studies have shown those 
who attend preschool do better 
throughout their lives than those 
who don’t. 

“A pre-school classroom can 
be chaotic and it might look like 
there isn’t much happening, but 
play is so valuable,’ said spe- 
cial education teacher Brittany 


Acrylic on Canvas, Playing My Song, Judith Podell 


www. MonsonArtsCouncil. org 
27th Annual Spring Art Exhibition & Sale 


The Colors of Change 


Arbour. “When you see them 
building together or working 
together, they are organizing 
all of their thoughts, all of their 
plans, all of their play.” She said 
in the process they are learning 
language skills, vocabulary and 
they watch other students to see 
what they do. 

Special education teacher 
Darlene Sullivan said preschool 
strives to help all students be- 
come independent by allowing 
them to figure out different con- 
cepts on their own. “We pride 
our program on giving students 
the opportunity to develop those 
individual skills and those read- 
iness skills,’ she said. Sullivan 
said the program provides many 
of the skills through routine, 
structure, organization and con- 
sistency. 

Cooke said it was important 
to have regular education stu- 
dents as peer models, and if there 
is not an approximate 50/50 mix, 
the program could become out of 
compliance for its special educa- 
tion program. 

Implementing a cost for reg- 
ular education students would 
help pay for a .5 preschool coor- 
dinator, a portion of the teachers’ 
salaries and some supplies, ac- 
cording to Cooke’s presentation. 

Cooke also proposed an ear- 
ly childhood coordinator po- 
sition, which would help take 
some of the load from special 
education teachers in the pro- 
gram, who also do assessments, 
attend meetings about students 
and other non-classroom tasks, 
and could possibly be combined 
with the preschool coordinator 
position. 

“The teachers are doing more 
than just teaching and they’re 
really feeling overwhelmed,’ 
Cooke said. 

The School Committee de- 
cided to wait until the new 
school year begins, and it can 


determined if there are enough 
regular education students to pay 
for the position. 

Cooke also said the number 
of preschool special education 
students continues to grow each 
year, and there is no more phys- 
ical space left to expand the pro- 
gram. 


Teachers’ representative 

High school teacher Amy Fo- 
ley spoke to the committee and 
said the main focus of the South 
Hadley Education Association, 
which is the teachers’ union, is 
negotiating contacts for the next 
three years. 

She told them that previous 
administrations had taken advan- 
tage of a loophole allowing them 
to pay substitute teachers below 
minimum wage, which she said 
was unacceptable. While that 
has been changed, she said some 
paraprofessionals don’t make 
minimum wage, and that should 
change. She said one paraprofes- 
sional recently left to take a job 
at a Pride gas station because it 
paid $3 more an hour. 

“T didn’t know we had any- 
one making less than minimum 
wage,’ said School Committee 
member Charles Miles. He asked 
that the number of employees 
making less than minimum wage 
be provided at the next meeting. 

“T don’t think anyone should 
be making less than minimum 
wage,” he said. 
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Granby Annual Town 
Election Monday 


By Melina Bourdeau 
Staff writer 


GRANBY — Town Clerk 
Katherine Kelly-Regan has an- 
nounced the candidates running 
in the upcoming annual town 
election on Monday, May 17. 

The election will be held in 
the Granby Jr/Sr High School 
gymnasium, 385 East State St, 
from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

This year there are three 
contested races — the Select- 
board, Board of Assessors and 
the Planning Board. 

There are two candidates 
for Selectboard, which is a 
three-year term. There are no 
incumbents for the position. 
Richard Beaulieu and Stephen 
Chojnacki are running for the 
seat. 

There are two candidates for 
the Board of Assessors, which 
has a three-year term. There are 
no incumbents. James Healy 
and Dakota Richards are run- 
ning for the open seat. 

Running for a seat on the 
Housing Authority, which has a 
five-year term, 1s Donald Lind- 
Say. 

Running for Planning 
Board, which has a five-year 
term, are Nita Abbott and Da- 
kota Richards. 

The remaining races are un- 
contested. 

Running for reelection to 


the Board of Health, which 
has a three-year term, is Lee 
Lalonde. Lalonde is an incum- 
bent. 

Incumbent Lynn Snopek 
Mercier is running for reelec- 
tion as the town moderator. The 
position has a three-year term. 

Running for Town Collector 
is Nicole Menard. The position 
has a three-year term. 

Incumbent Steven Nally is 
running for reelection as Town 
Treasurer. The position has a 
three-year term. 

There are two people run- 
ning for two seats on the 
School Committee. The seats 
have a three-year term. Incum- 
bent Jennifer Bartosz and Jill 
Pelletier are running for the 
positions. 

Incumbent Gordon Landry 
is seeking reelection as the 
Commissioner of — Burial 
Grounds. The position has a 
three-year term. 

Three people are running for 
three available seats as Library 
Trustees, which has a three- 
year term. Incumbents Janice 
Cook and Theresa Laprade as 
well as Denise Conti. 

There is one vacancy for as 
a Library Trustee for an unex- 
pired term. 

To see a sample ballot, go 
to https://www.granby-ma. 
gov/sites/g/files/vyhlit4466/f/ 
events/may_17._2021.ate_.pdf. 


south Hadley Council on Aging has a new phone number 


SOUTH HADLEY —- 
The Council on Aging has 


changed its phone number to 
413-538-5030. 

South Hadley Council 
on Aging has a new phone 
number, effective immediate- 
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ly. Please use 413538-5030. 
Fortunately, the South Had- 
ley Council on Aging has a 
little grace period where both 
the old and the new phone 
number will be in operation; 
however, the old phone num- 


ber will be phased out when 
the Council on Aging moves 
into the new Senior Center 
in June. The South Hadley 
Council on Aging looks for- 
ward to hearing from you. 
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We have all of your Grilling Needs ee 
Weber Grills, Grill Covers, Propane Tanks, 


Accessories, Charcoal, Traeger Flavored 
Premium Hardwood Pellets & Weber Flavored 
Wood Chips. Shopping is easy! Come to the 
store in person, order over the phone and/or 


shop at www.acehardware.com. 


We assemble & deliver weber grills 
in the 01007 zip code for free! 


(Nominal delivery charge for destinations outside of 01007) 


Stadler ACE Hardware, INC 


3 Stadler Street, Belchertown, MA ¢ 413-323-4521 
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Summing up 





democracy 


By Lee H. Hamilton 
Guest columnist 


It’s so easy, in the course of our day-to-day 
lives, to get caught up in the political preoc- 
cupations of the moment. What’s the Senate 
going to do about the filibuster? How should 
infrastructure money be spent? Is the coun- 
try going to come out of this year as badly 
divided as it started? These and many oth- 
er questions matter a lot, but sometimes, it’s 
helpful to step back and take stock of what 
we’ve learned over the course of our history. 
I’ve been thinking about this because I’ve been 
reading Jon Meacham’s 2018 book, “The Soul 
of America: The Battle for Our Better Angels.” 
In it, Meacham notes that we’ve been badly 
divided and knocked back on our heels in the 
past but have always managed to work our way 
through those difficulties. He cites a variety of 
writers and speakers, and a number of them 
have stuck with me because they’re both re- 
assuring and a challenge. They remind us that 
sustaining our democracy is hard work and 
that its vitality depends on each of us, not just 
to participate, but to make the effort to under- 
stand and talk to people we don’t agree with, 
and to do our best to discern the facts on which 
all genuine progress relies. Here they are, with 
a couple I’ve added on my own that speak to 
the same issues: 

“Do not expect to accomplish anything 
without an effort.” Teddy Roosevelt said this in 
an 1883 speech called, “The Duties of Ameri- 
can Citizenship.” 

“The first duty of an American citizen, 
then, is that he shall work in politics.” This is 
Roosevelt again, in the same speech, making 
the point, in the language of the time, that be- 
ing an American citizen means being willing to 
engage in the work of democracy. 

“Speak up, show up and stand up.” That’s 
Georgia’s Stacey Abrams laying out, in con- 
cise form, the basic challenges for anyone try- 
ing to affect the course of public life. 

“Progress on this journey often comes in 
small increments.” This is Meacham himself, 
with a reminder that progress comes slow and 
hard. 

“Nowhere is the rule of public opinion so 
complete as in America, or so direct.’ This 
was Englishman James Bryce, writing in The 
American Commonwealth, which appeared in 
1888. 

“People are responsible for the government 
they get.” Harry Truman summed up our core 
responsibility: we have to choose our political 
leaders wisely. 

“Tt is not only important, but mentally in- 
vigorating to discuss political matters with 
people whose opinions differ radically from 
one’s own.” Eleanor Roosevelt wrote this in a 
book published when she was 76, “You Learn 
by Living: Eleven Keys for a More Fulfilling 
Life.” 

“The enemy of America is not our many 
Muslim friends. It is not our many Arab 
friends. Our enemy is a radical network of 
terrorists and every government that supports 
them.” I include this remark by George W. 
Bush, in a speech he gave to a joint session of 
Congress following the 9/11 attacks, because 
it’s a cogent reminder that keeping our eye on 
the target matters in public policy. 

“The people have often made mistakes, but 
given time and the facts, they will make the 
corrections.” This was Truman again. I like his 
confidence. 

“America of the 21st century is, for all its 
shortcomings, freer and more accepting than 
it has ever been.” Meacham makes it clear 
that our nation, despite its many stumbles, 
has moved toward progress, in no small part 
because the American people, as Truman sug- 
gests above, have set it on that course. 

“Tt is in order that each one of you may 


Please see HAMILTON, page 5 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


still time to withdraw from Peaker Project 


People are striving to prevent harms to our 
planet’s climate from becoming unlivable. In 
Massachusetts, a new law requires municipal 
light plants such as our own SHELD for the 
first time to constrain their greenhouse gas 
emissions. SHELD’s existing contracts with 
nuclear facilities for electricity may allow us 
to meet emission lowering targets for 2030, 
but not those the new law sets for 2050. 

Although proponents of nuclear power 
favor it, this technology produces wastes that 
will remain hazardous to life for so long that 
geological changes will likely damage any 
storage sites, while long-term effects of radi- 
ation that does pass through reactor walls are 
largely unstudied. 

In 2017, 14 Massachusetts MLPs, in- 
cluding our own SHELD, committed to buy 
into MMWEC’s plan to construct a mostly 
gas-fired “peaker’” power plant in an environ- 
mentally stressed neighborhood of Peabody, 
north of Boston. Its purpose would be to pro- 
vide electricity during limited times when 
power demand spikes enormously. Peak 
demand occurs rarely but predictably every 
year. 

Other responses to peaking besides fos- 


sil-fuel burning plants include strategizing 
to reduce peak power demand, with battery 
storage back-up. Renewable energy technol- 
ogies are becoming more cost-effective. It 
could make sense to invest ourselves in op- 
portunities that will advance objectives of 
conservation, clean energy, and non-reliance 
on nuclear power. 

At an April 22 meeting of the SHELD 
Board, I understood members to imply that 
asking to withdraw from the Peabody project 
would cost us money. In fact, Article 12 of 
the Project 2015A Power Sales Agreement 
states itis MMWEC that will have to “use its 
best efforts” to find another buyer if an MLP 
asks to withdraw from participating in the 
plan. If the SHELD Board were to change 
its mind and join Holyoke and Chicopee in 
asking to withdraw, at worst we might still 
be on the hook, while at best we could exit 
an outdated plan. And attendees at an April 
26 Mass DPU evidentiary hearing heard 
MMWEC’s CEO say his board would recon- 
sider the Peabody peaker project if a critical 
mass of participants should ask to withdraw. 


Mary H. Hall 





SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 


Will taking 401K distributions 
affect my Social Security benefit? 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: I’m 63 and retired from 
work, but not drawing Social Security. I 
have accumulated just over $300,000 in my 
rollover 401K IRA. My wife is still working 
full time, so we have medical, dental and vi- 
sion coverage. I have a few questions: 

1) When I take IRA _ distributions 
throughout the year, do those dollar amounts 
get reported to Social Security as income? 

2) If not, will my Social Security benefit 
change (will I be penalized?) for not work- 
ing and having zero income as I continue to 
withdraw investments and show no income? 

3)If my benefit will drop because of the 
last few years of no income, would it be 
advisable to start drawing Social Security 
now? Signed: Planning Ahead 


Dear Planning Ahead: Whenever you 
decide to claim Social Security, they will 
compute your benefit amount from your 
lifetime earnings history. They will adjust 
your earnings for inflation in all years prior 
to the year you turned 60, find the 35 years 


in which you had the highest (inflation-ad- 
justed) earnings, and use that “average in- 
dexed monthly earnings” (AIME) amount to 
determine your Primary Insurance Amount 
(PIA), which is your benefit entitlement at 
your full retirement age (FRA). 

From there, your age when you claim de- 
termines your final Social Security payment 
amount. Born in 1958, your FRA is 66 plus 8 
months, and that is the age at which you will 
get 100% of your PIA. If you claim benefits 
before your FRA, your payment will be re- 
duced; and if you wait until after your FRA 
to claim, your benefit will be increased. If 
you wait until you are 70 to claim, your So- 
cial Security payment will reach maximum 
(about 27% more than your FRA benefit 
amount). Now, to your specific questions: 

1) Distributions taken from your 401k 
or IRA are not reported to Social Security 
as “earnings” and do not count toward your 
Social Security benefit entitlement. 

2) If you have already retired from work- 
ing, having zero earnings now won’t further 
affect your final Social Security payment 


Please see SSI, page 5 
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A QUOTE 
of NOTE 


€ © This is certainly a 
big step. Some of it’s a 
big step emotionally; 
to have people in the 
building and have 
interaction again. I 
think we’re all a bit 
nervous and excited. 
It’s almost like when 
we opened this building 
for the first time almost 
seven years ago. It 
almost seems like that 


opening again. 99 


South Hadley Library 
Director Joe Rodio 

in the story “Library 
reopens at last” 
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LETTERS POLICY 


Letters to the Editor 
have a maximum of 350 
words. We require writers 
to include their name, ad- 
dress and phone number in 
order for our office to au- 
thenticate authorship prior 
to publication. Addresses 
and phone numbers are not 
published. 

Unsigned or anony- 
mous letters will NOT be 
published. 

We reserve the right to 
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Town Reminder 
Staff writer 
gets promotion 


By Melina Bourdeau 
Staff writer 


SOUTH HADLEY - It is hard to ig- 
nore Dalton Zbierski’s byline in the is- 
sues of the Town Reminder. For the past 
two years he has helped to fill the pages 
of the paper with breaking news, cover- 
age of the pandemic and features on the 
residents of South Hadley and Granby. 

Though his byline may appear now 
and again, Dalton is no longer serving 
as the staff writer for the Town Remind- 
er. He is the new editor of the Chicopee 
Register and the Wilbraham-Hamden 
times and he’s a perfect fit for the job. 

I have had the pleasure of working 
with Dalton for over a year. His enthu- 
siasm for local news as well as the com- 
munity of South Hadley is infectious. 
It isn’t easy to come into a community 
and get to know it like your hometown, 
but Dalton has done just that. He is even 
helping hire his replacement. 

In a recent staff meeting, Turley 
Publications President Keith Turley 
commented that the company is always 
proud to have internal promotions — they 
display staff members’ growth and com- 
mitment to hyper-local news coverage. 
Dalton is among three recent internal 
promotions and rightfully so. 

Despite taking over during the chal- 
lenging and ever-changing environment 
of the pandemic, I know Dalton will rise 
to the occasion. 

Congrats Dalton! 
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Granby School Committee approves preliminary budget 


By Kimberly Palmucci 
Correspondent 


GRANBY — The Granby School 
Committee recently heard a fiscal year 
2022 budget presentation and approved 
the $10.7 million preliminary operating 
budget. 

The proposed budget, which may still 
see several changes in the coming weeks, 
had a projected deficit of $727,617. 

There will be a preliminary budget 
public forum before the committee’s next 
meeting on Tuesday, May 18. The public 
hearing will begin at 5:30 p.m. 

During the presentation, Granby Pub- 
lic Schools Director of Business Adam 
Tarquini explained where the deficit 1s 
coming from for the FY22 preliminary 
budget, adding that the “big contributors” 
to the deficit are the decrease in the re- 
quired local contribution and a decrease 
in the additional town allocation. 

“Compared to last year, we have about 
$130,000 less from required local contri- 
bution,” Tarquini said. “Up until FY20, 
the town was funding us at ($305,000) 
last year was the first time. For FY22, as 
of right now they’re planning on reducing 
it by another $100,000.” 

The actual town allocation to the 
schools is slated to be $8.2 million, ac- 
cording to the budget, and the school 
operating budget is $10.7 million, leav- 
ing a $2.5 million funding gap. Tarquini 
said that revenue offsets for the district 
are projected to be around $1.8 million, 
leaving a projected deficit of more than 
$700,000. 

“We’re not adding anything outland- 


ish in this budget,’ Tarquini said, adding 
that the budget is “operating at the bare 
minimum” with no new initiatives or 
asks. 

Proposed reductions to help offset 
the deficit would include several po- 
sitions: one administrative assistant, 
three _teacher/instructional positions 
and four paraprofessionals for a total of 
$277,617. These listed reductions were 
not described as layoffs, but instead, as 
positions held by individuals who have 
notified the district that they will not be 
returning. 

With these proposed reductions, the 
deficit would drop to $450,000, and 
Tarquini said the schools will be going 
to the town “for some financial help this 
year.” 

“We will continue to have talks with 
them to see what the best way and the 
most fiscally responsible way for the two 
of us, the town and the schools, to be able 
to solve the remaining deficit,” he said. 

For FY22, the district will enter into 
its second year of a three-year transpor- 
tation contract. The idea of a transpor- 
tation fee to offset costs was discussed 
briefly, with members ultimately stating 
that the consideration of a transportation 
fee could be “a conversation” to be had 
moving forward. 

School Committee Vice Chair Steph- 
anie Parent asked if the group has con- 
templated a transportation fee in the case 
of being asked to trim the budget more, 
as the committee wants to keep cuts out 
of the classroom and interactions with the 
kids. 

“Trying to generate some other forms 


of revenue to help to keep the gap we see 
each year down, it’s a conversation to be 
had,” said Tarquini. “It’s difficult certain- 
ly in the time during the last 18 months 
to pay for services they’re accustomed to 
getting is difficult.” 

He added that the two forms of reve- 
nue for the schools are the circuit break- 
er and school choice, and school choice 
funding is going down. 

He said in the previous budget years, 
FY20 and FY21, the schools were able 
to avoid going to the town for additional 
funding. 

‘Whether it was from some savings 
or surplus in our school choice account, 
some savings or surplus from the prior 
year’s operation budget, we were able to 
solve for that deficit on our own. What 
I did say in both of those years is that 
this won’t be sustainable,’ Tarquini said. 
“We won’t always be able to use (surplus 
funds) to help offset the entire deficit 
especially with rising costs like in-kind 
contribution, salary obligations.” 

The schools are now at the point of 
asking for an additional contribution 
from the town. 

Chair Jennifer Bartosz said the com- 
mittee needed to vote on the matter in 
order to proceed forward with the public 
hearing on the budget. 

“We made some recommendations 
for not replacing people who are leaving, 
but we still have a deficit remaining and 
we’re hoping to work with the town to 
close that,’ said Bartosz. “But in order to 
make it to a next step to have our public 
forum we need to have a voted on school 
committee budget.” 





SSI from page 4 


amount because your benefit will be based 
upon your 35 highest-earning years. How- 
ever, if you have a recent benefit estimate 
from Social Security, that estimate as- 
sumed that you would continue to earn at 
the same level you most recently reported 
to the IRS until you reached your FRA. 
So, if you got the estimate while you were 
still working (or shortly thereafter), the 
estimate is higher than your actual bene- 
fit will be. If you received the estimate a 
year or more after you stopped working, 
the estimate is more accurate. In any case, 
your 401K withdrawals will not count as 
Social Security earnings. 

3) Claiming now would result in a per- 
manently reduced Social Security benefit 
amount because you haven’t yet reached 
your full retirement age. But claiming 
now wouldn’t be a hedge against your 
current lack of earnings, because your 
benefit will be based upon the highest 
earning 35 years over your lifetime. 

If you don’t already have a full 35 
years of Social Security-covered earnings 
they will still use 35 years in the bene- 
fit calculation, adding $0 earnings for 
enough years to make it 35. If that is the 
case, you could offset some of those zero 
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years in your lifetime history by returning 
to work now, thus increasing your bene- 
fit when you claim. If you already have 
at least 35 years of earnings, enjoy your 
retirement! 

One last thing to consider: if you pre- 
decease your wife, at her FRA she will be 
entitled to 100% of the benefit you were 
receiving at your death (if that 1s more 
than her own). In other words, when you 
claim your benefit will affect the amount 
your wife can get as your widow. The 
longer you wait to claim, the higher your 
wife’s survivor benefit from you will be. 

This article is intended for information 
purposes only and does not represent le- 
gal or financial guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpretations of the AMAC 
Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Security Associa- 
tion. NSSA and the AMAC Foundation 
and its staff are not affiliated with or en- 
dorsed by the Social Security Adminis- 
tration or any other governmental entity. 
To submit a question, visit the website 
(amacfoundation.org/programs/social-se- 
curity-advisory) or email to ssadvisor@ 
amacfoundation.org. 


Russell Gloor is a Social Security ad- 
visor for AMAC. 
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have through this free government 
which we have enjoyed, an open field 
and a fair chance for your industry, en- 
terprise and intelligence... The nation is 
worth fighting for, to secure such an in- 
estimable jewel.” Abraham Lincoln said 
this in 1864. His words remind us that 
safeguarding a freely chosen, democrat- 
ically elected government that creates 
the conditions for each of us to succeed 
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by dint of our efforts is what engaging in 
politics is all about. 

Lee Hamilton is a senior advisor for 
the Indiana University Center on Repre- 
sentative Government; a Distinguished 
Scholar at the IU Hamilton Lugar School 
of Global and International Studies; and 
a Professor of Practice at the IU O'Neill 
School of Public and Environmental 
Affairs. He was a member of the U.S. 
House of Representatives for 34 years. 
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>» South Hadley 
It’s Garlic Mustard Season 


By Genevieve Van de Merghel 
South Hadley Tree Committee member 


SOUTH HADLEY -— Garlic mustard 
iS an invasive, fast-spreading weed that is 
in bloom right now. It’s the perfect time to 
identify and pull it before it sets seed. The 
good news is they’re very easy to pull up, 
roots and all. 

Plants are one stem each and about a 
foot tall with serrated leaves and small, 
white flowers. By the time you notice 
them, there’s probably a colony of them 
spreading in a neglected or overlooked 
area of your garden or the edge of the 
woods. 

Garlic mustard is bad for a few rea- 
sons. It aggressively spreads in full sun 
or full shade in any type of soil. Just one 
plant can produce 7,900 seeds that can 
stay viable in soil for up to 10 years. If 
that isn’t enough, garlic mustard 1s alle- 
lopathic, meaning it produces a toxin that 
contaminates the soil and prevents other 
plants from growing, like the New En- 
gland red maples. 

To remove these invaders, grasp them 
at ground level so you take up the roots, 
too. Be sure to dispose of garlic mustard 
plants in the trash, not compost, because 
even pulled plants will set seed. To shrink 
the mass, you can dry them out on your 
driveway first before putting them in the 
trash. 

A second wave might come out, so 
keep an eye out for late bloomers as the 
growing season progresses and give them 
the same treatment. 

Thank you to residents who do their 
part to keep invasives like garlic mustard 
out of their gardens. Properties in South 
Hadley often abut woodlands, and that 
transition zone is where invasives can 
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Garlic mustard is an invasive, fast- 
spreading weed that is in bloom right 
now. It’s the perfect time to identify and 
pull it before it sets seed. 


jump from gardens to the wild woods and 
begin gradually overtaking and destroy- 
ing native habitat. 
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CASES from page 1 


South Hadley Health Director Sha- 
ron Hart provided insight into the cases, 
during a recent Board of Health meeting 
on Tuesday. 

“We’re down from last week which 
was 10 (cases,) last week we had 47 
contacts and this week none,” Hart said. 
‘And the age groups were two 50-year- 
olds, a 16-year-old and a nine-year-old. 

As far as that’s concerned, it’s nice 
quiet week.” 

Members of the board discussed 
ways they could encourage people to get 
vaccinated against the novel coronavi- 
rus. 

Board of Health Vice Chair Tony 
Judge asked about the resources the 
town has dedicated to urge more people 
to get vaccinated. 

“IT take off my hat to you for what 
you’ve done with the sign on the com- 
mon, it’s good,” he said to Hart. “Is there 
anything we should be doing?” 

Hart said she hasn’t seen many peo- 
ple getting their first dosage. 

“We have the signage up, I have con- 
nected with all our churches, I have in 
the past registered people for clinics,” 
Hart said. “We have the Northampton 
clinic and the Castle of Knights (clinic), 
we worked their first clinic. Right now, 
they’re not filling the clinic.” 

She said when she was at the 
Northampton clinic last Saturday, and 
only about 30 people were getting their 
first dose. 

Board of Health member Christina 
Remie said she believed the data on how 
many people are vaccinated would be 
helpful. 

“It would be helpful to know, for 
example our high risk populations in 
nursing homes, what percent are vac- 
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— SHARON HART 


cinated, the percentage of staff, people 
over a certain age are vaccinated then 
you could target both the high risk and 
the people who are declining vaccines,” 
she said. 

She also proposed doing outreach to 
high school students who are eligible to 
get the vaccine. 

“This is out window educate fami- 
lies. I think they are scared about this, 
they’re worried we don’t have enough 
data yet,” she said. “I think the benefits 
are clear this is being recommended by 
the American Academy of Pediatrics. To 
put this information out there to groups 
that are not yet vaccinated and eligible 
would be really helpful.” 

Currently, the Council on Aging has 
been working in partnership with the 
Health Department to get residents vac- 
cinated. 

Hart said the department is also 
working in conjunction with the housing 
authority, homebound residents as well 
as local churches to advocate that people 
get vaccinated. 





BUDGET from page 1 


and consider what has to happen at that 
school.” 

Gundersen presented on a proposed 
$1.3 million communications system, 
which will replace the current 14-year- 
old system. 

“The problems we have now aren’t 
that we’re not just out of warrantee, the 
equipment that operates the back end of 
the communications system, I’m talking 
about the computers and receivers are 
no longer manufactured,” she said. “For 
the majority of the system, they rely on 
eBay and that’s subpar. This equipment 
is no longer being made or manufac- 
tured. We have the equipment has been 
used for 14 years, it has a 10-year life 
cycle.” 

The user equipment, including those 
in the cruisers, is 15 years ago. 

Gundersen said she the upgrades 
will replace and improve the communi- 
cations system in place. 

“There is 7 to 8% of the town we 
have spotty coverage at best,” she said. 
“Two winters ago we had a fatality at 
the bottom of the notch and we had zero 
coverage. To talk to the station, we had 
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to use our cell phones.” 

The proposed new system will be 
digital, which will be easier to maintain, 
have less outages and would last about 
10 years as well. 

Committee member Ira Brezinsky 
proposed establishing a_ stabilization 
fund for the future. 

“In the same way we put money 
away perhaps we should think about do- 
ing the same thing with this,” he said. 
“That way, we wouldn’t be hit with a big 
ticket item. We should establish a stabi- 
lization fund for equipment, since it will 
likely not be compatible with technolo- 
gy from 10 years from now.” 

The department is also looking to re- 
place three cruisers. 

Sullivan said the town made a verbal 
agreement to replace a cruiser every Six 
months, but the plan was temporarily 
put on hold due to the pandemic. 

Gundersen said the purchases for the 
cruisers would be staggered. 

“We would get the first cruiser with- 
in four months then stagger from there, 
I don’t believe if I showed up with a 
bag of cash I could have it within four 
months,” she said. 
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Library reopens at last 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY — The South Had- 
ley Public Library on Canal St reopened its 
doors to residents at last. After a closure of 
more than 14 months, patrons can reenter 
the building, collect materials, use comput- 
ers and enjoy the library experience. 

May 10 marked the first day that the 
building reopened for modified public 
access. Library Director Joe Rodio con- 
sidered the day to be one of the library’s 
greatest milestones. 

“This 1s certainly a big step. Some of 
it’s a big step emotionally; to have people 
in the building and have interaction again,” 
said Rodio. “I think we’re all a bit ner- 
vous and excited. It’s almost like when we 
opened this building for the first time al- 
most seven years ago. It almost seems like 
that opening again.” 

Each resident, who enters the building, 
must wear a mask, provide contact infor- 
mation, feel healthy and follow sanitizing 
and social distancing guidelines. Seating is 
limited, and patrons are asked to limit their 
visits to no more than an hour. 

No appointments will be necessary to 
enter the building, which will be open each 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday from 
9:30 a.m. to 8 p.m., Thursday and Friday 
from 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday from 
9:30 a.m. to | p.m. 

Rodio credits the reopening to lower 
infection rates and an increase of people 
getting vaccinated. New guidelines apply- 
ing to libraries were released by the state 
on May 1, making the reopening process 
less rigorous. 

“There have been specific library re- 
opening guidelines in place since last year, 
and we’ve been following those. Some of 
them allowed us to have that library takeout 
service, which we established last July,” 
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Avi Schwartzer, 8, was one happy patron 
at the library this week, leaving with 
eight books. 


said Rodio. 

Many of the guidelines that were in 
place since the onset of the COVID-19 
pandemic were too difficult to follow for 
the library to open. For much of the pan- 
demic, the decision to remain closed was 
an easy one. 

“There were some very stringent clean- 
ing and disinfecting guidelines that would 
have needed to be followed that I wasn’t 
sure we would be able to keep up with,” 
said Rodio. “When you couple that with the 
local situation, as far as the infection rates 
in South Hadley and Hampshire County, it 
didn’t really make sense to approach open- 
ing the building until this time.” 

Now that the library has reopened, res- 
idents have access to one of South Had- 
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ley’s most modern and well-kept facilities. 
Library employees are eager to serve the 
public in-person once more. 

Rodio credits his staff for their out- 
standing performance over the past 14 
months. He said that the trials and tribu- 
lations of the pandemic have brought the 
team closer. 

“The creativity that some of the staff 
have shown and the willingness to go out- 
side of their comfort zones to find ways to 
provide services and get materials to new 
patrons; to find new ways of doing things 
has just really amazed me. It’s been fantas- 
tic and allowed us to grow as library staff 
and as people,” said Rodio. 

Gaylord Memorial Library on College 
St remains closed, although it will likely 





Page 7 





Photos by Melina Bourdeau 
The South Hadley Public Library is open to the public, including new books from their 
BIPOC collection. 


reopen soon. Currently, pickup of library 
materials from the building is available on 
Friday afternoons from | to 4:45 p.m. 

When one enters the library on Canal 
Street, he or she will see directional arrows 
on the floor and clear signage. Patrons may 
also be introduced to new efficiencies. 

“T think that some of the lessons we’ve 
learned over the past year-plus will be 
used to go forward,” said Rodio. “We had 
to work harder to reach our patrons, and I 
think going forward, even as things open 
up more, some of the lessons we’ve learned 
may help us reach out more to some cor- 
ners of the community that maybe aren’t 
regular library users that we can make them 
aware of what our services are.” 
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Neighbor News 


2021 farmer’s market 
season kicks off in June 


BELCHERTOWN — The = 2021 
Belchertown Farmers and Artisans Mar- 
ket Season will kick off Sunday, June 13 
and will run every Sunday through Oct. 
3 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

The Market Board is busy organizing 
local farmers and vendors for its season- 
al line-up, making every effort to have a 
great selection of food and crafts avail- 
able. If your goal is to shop small and 
shop local, your local farmers market is a 
great place to start. 

In June, some of the fresh local pro- 
duce you will see at the market are things 
like lettuce, kale, radish, beets, rhubarb 
and strawberries. If you are looking for 
some ideas on how to cook and use fresh 
produce, check out the CISA webpage, 
www.buylocalfood.org , click on “Buy 
Local,’ and then “Recipes and Cooking 
Tips.” 

Many steps are being taken to ensure 
the safety of all vendors and attendees 
during this second season of COVID. 
Things like directional traffic, hand san- 
itation, and proper physical distancing 
will assure safety for all. Organizers are 
monitoring state and local government 





Courtesy photo 


The Belchertown Farmers Market season begins on June 13. 


agency for safety protocols. Local farm- 
ers are certainly the “star of the show” 
when it comes to the market on the 
Belchertown Common — Austin’s, Phoe- 
nix Fruit Farm, Summit Farm, Kelley 
Organic Farm and more will be returning 
this year with food grown locally by your 
neighbors. Local maple syrup, soaps, 
cookies and bread will also be available. 
Plus local artisans will offer hand crafted 
items made in our local area. 


Be sure to follow Belchertown Farm- 
ers Market on Facebook and Instagram 
to get all the latest updates and get to 
know their amazing vendors and won- 
derful products. 

Belchertown Farmers and Artisans 
Market, Inc. is a nonprofit organization 
which provides a unique venue for the 
public to purchase foods and other prod- 
ucts directly from local producers in an 
enjoyable and friendly atmosphere. 





The Hartsbrook School CSA expands available shares 


HADLEY — As the coronavirus 
pandemic continues to shut down many 
local activities, families can safely spend 
time outdoors, cultivating crops in back- 
yard gardens, thanks to lessons taught at 
The Hartsbrook School’s working farm. 
Students and families there nurture and 
tend crops as a safe, distanced outdoor 
activity that helps feed families, with 
benefit for others in surrounding com- 
munities. 

In its second year, the Hartsbrook 
School CSA is selling 45 shares this 
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comfort and caring 
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season, providing weekly boxes of fresh 
produce grown and tended by students 
in the preK through 12 school whose 54 
acres are part of a dynamic, hands-on, 
land-based curriculum. Shares are open 
to the public for purchase; as well, a lot 
of what is grown on the Hartsbrook farm 
goes to local organizations dedicated to 
eliminating food insecurity, Gardening 
the Community Abundance Farm and 
Grey Barn. 

This year’s crops include kale, beans, 
beets, chard, broccoli, cabbage, onions, 
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USDA INSP. FRESH 

USDA INSP. 

SMOKED PORK 

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN 


PORK LOIN RIB END 


COOKED CORNED BEEF 


USDA INSP FROZEN ASSORTED MARINATED 


CENTER CUT BONELESS 
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SHOULDER PICNIC ssemmmnd © 


or LOIN END ROAST...... > 


SLICED IN OUR DELI 


GREAT ON THE ase 


USDA INSP STORE MADE TERIYAKI MARINATED 


PORK TENDERLOIN i ag 


potatoes, leeks, carrots, squash, cu- 
cumbers, peppers, tomatoes, herbs and 
flowers. The school’s Land Stewardship 
Director Nicki Robb spoke about how 
local families can incorporate some of 
the growing lessons taught to Hartsbrook 
students to cultivate their own gardens, 
creating safe, productive activities during 
this complicated time. 

“We are blessed with this amazing 
resource of land, and we decided to 


Please see CSA, page 12 
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BONELESS PORK BUTT STRIPS. $272 
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5/13/21 - 5/19/21 
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Granby Library 
youth happenings 


GRANBY -— Visit  granbylibrary. 
com and Granby Library Children’s Room 
Page on Facebook for updates. 


CFCE Zoom Playgroup and take and 
make at the Granby Library 
Each Tuesday, join Marti, our play- 
group facilitator from 10 to 11 a.m., for 
sensory play, stories, songs and take and 
make crafts from library bags below. There 
will be no playgroup on May 25. 
Email Marti for a Playgroup Zoom 
link mwiechman @ collaborative.org. 


Take and Make Bag and Story Walk 
from May 18 to June 28 

Stop by the Granby Library to read out 
Story Walk Corduroy, along the library 
sidewalks. Also pick up a take and make 
bag which includes Corduroy activity 
sheets. Take and make bags are available 
T-F in the library lobby between 10:30 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m. 

Baby-toddler sign language classes live 
online Wednesday mornings 10:30 to 11 
a.m. through June 9 

Are you ready to help your young child 
to communicate objects, emotions and 
desires by using some easy baby sign lan- 
guage? Join Marti from the CFCE to learn 
some sign language. Families can sign 
up at https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/ 
1FAIpQLScWwPrY 9HyaaCG6nbRGSO}j- 
faC8 I xednSJuWLJHSarJWkpn_iQ/view- 
form, or contact Marti for the zoom link 
at mwiechman @collaborative.org. 


Check out the library passes 

Use your library card to borrow pass- 
es to the following attractions for free or 
reduced admission to regular museum 
exhibits. Passes may be reserved for a 
specific date in person or by phone upon 
availability. Passes are due back by 11 a.m. 
the next library business day unless other 
arrangements have been made. Borrower is 
responsible for late or lost passes. 

Please check with each venue for ticket 
reservation requirements. 

Call for availability 467-3320 from 
Tuesday through Friday from 10:30 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. 


As a THANK YOU to all First Responders, | 
Frontline and Essential ie 
BUY or SELL with me 
in 2021 and receive a 
$500 Closing Cost Credit a 


Joni Flemins 
| 413-315-0570 ° www.jonifleming.com 
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Walks hurt Tigers in opener 














against Ludlow. 


Pitcher Maddi Rainaud fires during South Hadley’s game last week 


SOUTH HADLEY - Last Thursday afternoon, 
“South Hadley pitching allowed 12 walks in an 18-4 
. loss against Ludlow in the season opener for both 
teams. Most of the walks would come around to 
score with Ludlow taking a 9-1 lead early in the 
contest. South Hadley managed to come back with 
a few runs in the middle innings, but a five-run 
sixth for Ludlow put the game away. Molly Goshea 
and Angie Bessone had hits for the Tigers and Jen- 
na Boborowski had two runs scored. 
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Molly Goshea makes a throw 
back to the infield 


Kruczek picks up win at Star Speedway 


WALPOLE, N.H. -- Bryan 
Kruczek passed the entire field 
-- at least twice -- en route to 
his first career Granite State 
Pro Stock Series win at Star 
Speedway on Saturday, May 
8. Kruczek, who was fastest in 
time trials and won his heat race, 
started seventh -- but had to go to 
the rear on at least two different 
occasions. The Bobby Webber 
Racing driver didn’t let that slow 
him down, as he took the Vyno- 
rius No. 19 into Victory Lane in 
the third GSPSS race of the sea- 
son, the Hedges Excavating 100. 

“T’m out of breath,’ Kruczek 
said, climbing from the car. 
“T had to pass a lot of cars out 
there. I can’t thank all of my 
guys enough, my guys are sec- 
ond to none. Bobby Webber lets 
me come out here and tells me to 
hand him the steering wheel or 
the trophy. We have some awe- 
some sponsors.” 

Angelo Belsito and Joey 
Pole started on the front row 
-- with Belisto taking the early 
advantage looking for his sec- 
ond straight win, and former se- 
ries champion Devin O’ Connell 
mounting an early charge to the 
lead with 33 laps complete. Pole 
took the lead on a restart with 


58 laps to go, but couldn’t hold 
back the charges of Kruczek in 
the late laps. 

Kruczek’s day included con- 
tact and a spin by Jacob Dore, 
which sent both to the rear, and 
contact and a spin with Evan 
Beaulieu, which sent both to the 
rear. He pitted multiple times to 
the attention of his Bobby Web- 
ber Racing crew, but the car was 





right at the end. He passed Pole 
for the top spot with 24 laps to 
go -- however, a caution late 
gave Pole on last chance. 

Pole edged out for the lead 
on the restart, crossing the line 
out front at lap 94 -- but slight 
contact a few laps later sent him 
backwards, and eventually spin- 


Please see , page 10 


Submitted photo 

Bryan Kruczek was the 
winner in the Granite 
State Pro Stock race last 
weekend. 
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Jenna Bobrowski picks up an 
in-between hop. 


www.sports.turley.com 








Photos by Kara Walsh-Vey 


Kelli Vey catches an out at first. 


Kate Kretchmar makes a throw 
to first base. 





Maxi Viera makes a dodge to keep the ball from being taken away. 


Pioneers return to action 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


LUDLOW — When Maxi 
Viera first joined the Western 
Mass. Pioneers back in 2012, 
he knew very little about the 
history of the club and about 
historic Lusitano Stadium. 

Viera, who’s _ originally 
from Montevideo, Uruguay, 
is one of the Pioneers veteran 
players on this year’s team. He 


likes to tell the younger play- 
ers how special it is to wear a 
Pioneers uniform and what it 
means to play home matches at 
the only soccer specific stadi- 
um in New England. 

“Playing soccer matches 
at this stadium is very special 
because of the history,” Viera 
said. “It’s also very important 
for us to have a successful sea- 


Please see , page 11 


Page 10 


TOWN Reminder 


————— Valley Wheel action opens 






The Valley Wheel Over-28 Baseball 
League opened up play last week after 
the 2020 was cancelled due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 





Turley Publications sports depart- 
ment has recently joined Instagram. 
You can find our account by search- 
ing “‘turleysports.’”’ We will regularly 
feature samples of photos that you 
will see in our publications on a 
weekly basis. Please follow and share 
with your friends and loved ones. We 
will be featuring photos from all 11 
of our sports sections in the coming 
weeks, but as always, you can see all 
the photos that appear by subscribing 
to your local paper or picking up a 
copy in your community. 





SUFFIELD, Conn. — The 
Valley Wheel Over-28 Baseball 
League, like many other leagues 
in 2020, lost its season last year 
due to the pandemic. Players in 
the league participated in their 
first action in almost two years last 
Sunday, May 2. The league fea- 
tures six teams playing most of its 
games on Sunday afternoons. The 
league did have its traditional Sat- 
urday matinee for Mother’s Day 
weekend this past week. 





Angels third baseman Mike Dean, of 
Wilbraham, fields a grounder. 


Sign up for Quabbin 


REGION — The Quabbin Valley Base- 
ball League is an age 28-and-over league 
which plays its games Sundays at 10 a.m. 
beginning in late April and concluding in 
late August. It is a six-team league and a 
15-game schedule with all teams getting 
at least one playoff game at the end of 
August. 

The league is seeking new players to 
join in the fun. The cost to play in 2021 1s 
$192.50 and registration can be found at 
www.quabbinvalleybaseball.org. Games 
are mostly being played this year in 
Easthampton and South Hadley. Players 
who wish to pitch in the league must be 
30-years-old. 

Sign-ups will continue to be open as 


Valley Wheel Baseball seeks new players 


REGION — The Valley Wheel Over- 
28 Baseball League is looking for new 
players for the 2021 season, which is set 
to begin at the end of April. Players who 
are 28-years-old prior to June | are el- 
igible to play in the league this season, 
however, only those 30 by June | are 
eligible to pitch. The league includes 
six teams and there is a 15-game season 
that begins on Sunday, April 25. 

Games are 12 Sundays, a special 
Mother’s Day weekend Saturday game, 
and two weekday night games under the 
lights. The season ends the final week 
of July with the playoffs for the top 


four teams during the first two weeks of 
August. While tryouts have completed, 
there are still open roster spots among 
the six teams in the league. The league 
will continue to accept applications for 
new players throughout the season. All 
players bat and every player spends 
at least four innings in the field in a 
nine-inning game. 

The league will be playing with 
some minor modifications due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic to start. For more 
information, please contact League 
Commissioner Jim Nason at wheell12@ 
comcast.net. 


Kevin Little, of Palmer, pitches in the 
opening game for the Angels at Suffield 
High School. 


Valley Baseball 


the league still has open roster spots for 
new players. Players who sign up in the 
first few weeks of the season should be 
able to be placed with a team. 

The league’s first games are scheduled 
for Sunday, April 25. For the 2021 season, 
there is a mask-wearing rule, as well as 
modifications that prohibit any type of 
spitting or close contact, and players are 
required to take out all trash they bring 
in with them. The league allows the use 
of BBCOR-certified -3 bats as well as 
wood bats. Games are nine innings and 
all players who participate get to hit and 
play the field. For more information or to 
contact someone from the league, go to 
the league’s website. 


RACES from page 9 


ning down the frontstretch, ending his 
day early. Kruczek held off a final charge 
from Josh King over the final laps to seal 
the victory. 

King was second, followed by Dore, 
Belsito and Derek Gluchacki. Tyler To- 
massi was sixth, while Gabe Brown, 
Beaulieu, O’Connell and Kevin Casper 
finished the top-10. 

The Granite State Pro Stock Series 
returns to the track on Sunday, May 30, 
as part of a Memorial Day weekend spe- 
cial at Claremont Motorsports Park. For 
more information on the Granite State 
Pro Stock Series, visit gspss.net and fol- 
low the series on social media. 





May 14, 2021 


Premier Lacrosse 
League training 
camp to be held 
at Gillette 


FOXBOROUGH -— The Premier La- 
crosse League (PLL) powered by Ticket- 
master announced today it will be hold- 
ing their 2021 Training Camp at Gillette 
Stadium from May 28 through June 3, 
2021 leading up to their Week | match- 
ups at Gillette Stadium. 

“There’s not a venue as closely con- 
nected to lacrosse, with world-class 
facilities and amenities like Gillette 
Stadium and One Patriot Place,’ says 
co-founder and CEO, Mike Rabil. “With 
our opening weekend of games slated 
for June 4th, our athletes will receive the 
best care while preparing for the start of 
the season on location.” 

During this time, PLL players will 
take part in official team practices, 
scrimmages, preseason workouts, film 
sessions, and educational workshops 
with their coaches ahead of their regu- 
lar season debuts. Training Camp will be 
closed to the public, but tickets are still 
available for Opening Weekend at Tick- 
etmaster.com. 

“We look forward to hosting the 
PLL’s Training Camp at Gillette Stadium 
for the first time this spring, in addition 
to hosting the league’s Opening Week- 
end,” said Kraft Group President-Inter- 
national Dan Kraft, who was a collegiate 
lacrosse goalie for Tufts University in the 
1980s and served on the executive Board 
of the 2018 Federation of International 
Lacrosse’s World Championships Host 
Committee. “Hosting training camp is 
another important step in our strong re- 
lationship with the PLL and we cannot 
wait to welcome the nation’s best la- 
crosse players, including former Patriot 
Chris Hogan, back to Gillette Stadium. 
While training camp will be closed to the 
public, we are excited to welcome fans 
to Gillette Stadium June 4 through June 
6 to enjoy five riveting PLL matchups all 
weekend long.” 

As part of PLL’s Training Camp, 
pre-season exhibition games will be 
hosted at Veterans Memorial Stadium 
on June 1. More information on sched- 
ule and tickets for pre-season exhibition 
games forthcoming. 

The PLL season will begin at Gillette 
Stadium for the second time, getting un- 
derway with a primetime matchup be- 
tween Cannons LC and Redwoods LC 
under the lights on Friday, June 4. Sat- 
urday’s slate includes a championship 
rematch between Whipsnakes LC and 
Chaos LC, followed by Archers LC tak- 
ing on Atlas LC. On Sunday afternoon, 
Cannons LC will return to the field 
against Waterdogs LC, and the weekend 
will be capped off with a matchup be- 
tween Chrome LC and Redwoods LC. 

The entire 2021 PLL season will 
be viewable on the NBCU family of 
networks, with all games available to 
stream live and on-demand on Peacock. 
The 2021 season will feature more than 
half of its games on NBC and NBCSN, 
with a full broadcast schedule to be an- 
nounced at a later date. 


The Finish: 
Bryan Kruczek 
Josh King 

Jacob Dore 
Angelo Belsito 
Derek Gluchacki 
Tyler Tomassi 
Gabe Brown 
Evan Beaulieu 
Devin O’ Connell 
Kevin Casper 
Bobby Cabral 
Bill Helliwell 
Joey Pole 

Bobby Pelland 
TJ Bleau 

Mike Mitchell 
Luke Hinkley 


May 14, 2021 


Chaney Nash Gibney gets the ball ready 
to fly. 


PONEERS from page 9 


son every year because we’re representing 
both the club and this community.” 

The Pioneers, who finished in first 
place in the Northeast Division standings 
with an 11-0-3 mark, qualified for the 
USL League Two playoffs in 2019. They 
kicked off the 2021 campaign by posting 
a 3-0 shutout win over Fall River FC in a 
friendly match held under the bright lights 
at Lusitano Stadium, last Friday night. 

“The good thing about tonight’s match 
is that I had the opportunity to watch 20 
players play prior to our first regular sea- 
son match,’ said Pioneer’s head coach 
Federico Molinari. “We do have a bunch 
of returning players and a couple of new- 
comers. We just want to be a competitive 
team again this year.” 

Because of the COVID-19 protocols, 
no spectators could attend last Friday’s 
friendly match. The 2020 soccer season 
was also canceled due to the pandemic. 

“It was very strange not playing any 
matches for the Pioneers last year, espe- 
cially following a very successful 2019 
season,’ Viera said. “We really want to 
perform well this season and make the 
playoffs again.” 

What makes attending matches at Lu- 
sitano Stadium so special for the Pioneers 
faithful supporters is the atmosphere. 

“It reminds me a lot of that soccer 
clubs that I played for back in Uruguay,” 
Viera added. “The soccer fans here have 
a lot of passion for the sport. It’s one of 
the reasons why we have so many inter- 
national players on our team. When they 








Photos by David Fishy www.sweetdogphotos.com 
Gabriel Ganzer makes his way up the field. 
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Patrick Agymang dribbles toward the 
sideline. 


come here and it feels like home to them, 
which is very special.” 

The Pioneers were scheduled to open 
the regular season with a road match 
against the Boston Bolts on Tuesday 
night. They’re also slated to play anoth- 
er road match against FC Malaga City, 
who’s a new team in the Northeast Divi- 
sion on Saturday night before hosting the 
Seacoast United Phantoms in the home 
opener on May 21. 

The Pioneers officials are hoping a 
few fans will be allowed to attend the first 
home match of the regular season. 

For more information about how to 
purchase tickets online please visit wm- 
pioneers.com. 

Another returning player this season 1s 
Blake Mullen, who’s the Pioneers starting 
goalkeeper. He allowed a total of seven 
goals during the 2019 regular season. 

“Whenever you start a soccer team, 
you normally begin at the back (goalkeep- 
er) and work forward,” said Viera, who’s 
also the girls’ varsity soccer coach at Lud- 
low High School. “Blake had an amazing 
season for us two years ago. It gives you a 
lot of confidence having a talented goalie 
like him back there. We’re hoping he has 
another great season this year.” 

Mullen, of Manchester, Conn., played 
soccer at St. Joseph’s College in Maine. 
That’s where he first met Molinari. 

“T was playing for a National Premiere 
Soccer League team in Maine and Federi- 
co found me,” Mullen said. “I tried out for 
the team and I was a backup goalie my 
first year playing here. It was a step up for 
me and [ learned a lot that season. Fed- 
erico 1S an outstanding coach. I’ve also 
learned a lot from Jon Voight, who’s our 
goalie coach.” 

Mullen became the Pioneers starter in 
2019 and he was the USL League Two 
Golden Glove winner that season. 

“It’s a very special award to me, but I 
couldn’t have done it without the help of 
my defense,’ he said. “We had a great de- 
fense, and it was a special season for us.” 

The Pioneers only returning defender 
is Federico Gutierrez. 

Mullen has enjoyed playing home 
matches at Lusitano Stadium. 

“It’s awesome when all of the fans 
are here supporting us,” Mullen said. “It 
pushes us to play a little bit harder be- 
cause whenever you do lose a game at 
this stadium, the fans are disappointed. 
The atmosphere is always great following 
a victory.” 

Mullen was replaced by Robert Mon- 
tanaro in the middle of the second half. 

Another returning player is Connor 
Hicks, who lives in Monson. 

“IT was mainly a practice player in 
2019, but I did get to play in a playoff 
game,” said Hicks, a member of the AIC 
men’s soccer team. “It was just an awe- 
some experience for me.” 

When Hicks was younger, he attended 
a lot of the Pioneers games at the stadium. 

“T remember coming to the Pioneers 


Reminder 


Connor Hicks, of Monson, plays for the 
Pioneers last Friday night. 


games when they played on a grass field,” 
Hicks said. “It’s now a turf field, but it’s 
one of the best stadiums I’ve ever played 
soccer at. I really enjoy playing soccer for 
this team. I know that Pll have to work 
very hard at practice to get some playing 
time this year.” 

One of the Pioneers newcomers is 
Gabriel Ganzer, who is from Brazil and 
is living in Chicopee. He scored a goal 
and added an assist during the first half 
against Fall River. 

Guillermo Deal, who’s a returning 
player, and newcomer Andrew Barrow- 
man scored the Pioneers other two goals. 
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CLUES ACROSS 35. Russian dynasty 

1. Large, flightless birds member 

5. Lifts and moves heavy 37. City along the Elbe 
objects River 

10. Hyundai sedan 38. A peninsula between 

12. Wear away by erosion the Red Sea and the 

14. Arranged alphabet- Persian Gulf 
ically 40. Actor Damon 

16. Top prosecutor 41, King Cole, musician 

18. __-de-sac: Short 42. Company that rings 
dead-end street receipts 

19. Digital audiotape 44, Scatter 

20. Linguistics pioneer 45. Basics 

22. singer DiFranco 48, Part of a door 

23, Arms of the sea 90. Indicates silence 

25. Near-reach weapon 52. Moved quickly on foot 
(abbr.) 93. Monetary units 

26. Ballplayer’s accessory 55. A place to crash 

2/. You get one at the 06. Many subconsciousses 
beach 57. Group of countries 

28. U.S. founding father © 58. About line of latitude 

30. W. Australia indigenous 63. Female follower of 
people Bacchus 

31. Amounts of time 65. A dentist can treat it 

33. Put on the shelf 66. Dull brown fabrics 


67. Int'l nonprofit 


CLUES DOWN 
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FEMA provides 
support to those who 
have lost loved ones 


NATION — FEMA is providing finan- 
cial assistance for COVID-19-related 
funeral expenses incurred after Jan. 20, 
2020, under the Coronavirus Response 
and Relief Supplemental Appropriations 
Act of 2021 and the American Rescue 
Plan Act of 2021. 

Applications will only be taken over 
the phone by calling 844-684-6333 
(TTY: 800-462-7585) from 9 a.m. to 9 
p.m., Monday through Friday. Multilin- 
gual services are available. Interested 
applicants should visit Funeral Assis- 
tance FAQ | FEMA.gov to learn more 
about documentation required to com- 
plete your application. 

There is no current end date for the 
application period, so you do not have 
to rush or worry that you will run out of 
time to register for assistance. 

To be eligible for funeral assistance, 
applicants must meet these conditions: 

e The death must have occurred in the 
United States. The applicant must be 
a U.S. citizen, non-citizen national or 
qualified alien who incurred funeral ex- 
penses after Jan. 20, 2020. 

e The death certificate must indicate 
the death was attributed to COVID-19. 

e There is no requirement for the de- 
ceased person to have been a U.S. cit- 
izen, non-citizen national or qualified 
alien. 

Once an applicant has registered for 
assistance, documentation can be sub- 
mitted online through https://www.fema. 
gov/disasters/coronavirus/economic/ 
funeral-assistance, or by fax 855-261- 
3452. Documents may also be mailed to: 
COVID-19 Funeral Assistance P.O. Box 
10001 Hyattsville, MD 20782. 


goat antelope 
29, Murdered in his 
bathtub 
32. Tease good-naturedly 
34, Morsel 
35. Cause persistent 
resentment 
36. A radioactive element 
39. Perform in a play 
40. Witty remark: Bon __ 
43. A great place to kayak 
44, Conclude by reasoning 
46. In an unfavorable way 
47, Complex of nerve 
tissues (abbr.) 


1. Midway between 
northeast and east 

2. Partner to cheese 

3. One from Utah 

4. A way to move 

9. Playing cards 

6. Baseball stat 

7. Long river in western 
Asia 

8. Grandmothers 

9. Entertainment legend 
Sullivan 


10. Steam bath room 
11. One who kills 

13. Food 

15. Swiss river 

17. Fleet 

18. Taxi 

21. Working class 

23. More (Spanish) 

24, High schoolers’ test 
2/7. Large heavily built 


49, Machine for making 
paper 

o1. Feline 

94. Yugo’s hatchback 

59. Check 

60. Press against lightly 

61. Wind-pollinated plants 

62. compoop 

64. Commercial 
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Seniors 


Reminder 


Stepping up to support seniors 


SOUTH HADLEY -— Social 
isolation affects nearly one in 
five older adults. Loneliness and 
social isolation can contribute to 
high blood pressure, a greater 
risk of heart disease, a weakened 
immune system, and earlier on- 
set of dementias like Alzhei- 
mer’s Disease. 

All older adults are faced 
with one or more of the follow- 
ing: physical disabilities, declin- 
ing mobility, shrinking social 
networks, bereavement, loss of a 
driver’s license, and hearing and 
sight impairments. These often 
lead to social isolation and lone- 
liness. COVID-19 has only ex- 
acerbated this problem, placing 
more elders at risk. 

“Chronic loneliness can con- 
tribute to major health problems. 
The older we get, the more we 
need to have people around us, 
supporting not only our physi- 
cal wellbeing, but nurturing our 
social health as well,’ said Ann 
Andras, South Hadley Council 
on Aging Social Services Coor- 
dinator. 

How can we help combat this 
increasing issue facing our most 
vulnerable seniors? 

Through a new “social calls” 
program called South Hadley 
Senior Connections, which 1s 
being facilitated by the Friends 
of the South Hadley Seniors. 
SHSC seeks to provide valu- 
able social connections for those 


who lack support and may be 
at an elevated risk of loneliness 
or social isolation. This type 
of social calls program exists 
in communities throughout the 
country and has proven that reg- 
ular social conversations make a 
positive difference in the lives of 
both participants and volunteers. 

The Friends of South Hadley 
Seniors has partnered with the 
South Hadley Council on Ag- 
ing to promote communication 
about the service to local older 
adults. 

South Hadley’s Council on 
Aging Director, Leslie Hen- 
nessey, said “The South Hadley 
Council on Aging is pleased to 
be working in partnership with 
the Friends of the South Had- 
ley Seniors on the South Hadley 
Senior Connections Project. The 
effects of social isolation and 
loneliness experienced by many 
of our older adults during the 
pandemic have been devastating. 
The special nature of the SHSC 
project offers support, friendship 
and connectedness that will be a 
welcome resource for the com- 
munity.” 

The Friends are seeking vol- 
unteers who are looking for a 
meaningful and rewarding way 
to serve the South Hadley com- 
munity and who are interested in 
making these regular social calls 
to seniors. 

Volunteers will be prepared 


with a two-hour long training 
that reviews the basics and helps 
them get comfortable with var- 
ious situations and challenges 
that may occur. Topics will in- 
clude items such as establishing 
a rapport, supportive listening 
and communicating with seniors 
with hearing, visual and cog- 
nitive impairments. Additional 
resources for follow-up train- 
ing and community referrals 
will also be provided. Not only 
do the seniors of South Hadley 
receive a valuable service but 
those volunteering their time 
also reap the benefits of a great- 
er sense of purpose, increased 
self-confidence, lower incidence 
improved 


of depression and 
physical health. 


Nurse Practitioner and orga- 
nizer of the SHSC program Kar- 
en Buscemi, said she is thrilled 
about the program’s arrival to 


South Hadley. 


“South Hadley Senior Con- 
nections will not only create joy 
and companionship for South 
Hadley’s community dwelling 
seniors, but it will foster a sense 
of belonging and purpose,” Bus- 


cemi said. 


To volunteer to make a social 
connection with a local senior 
please call Karen Buscemi, NP 
at 413-531-7640 or Email Gret- 
ta Tucker at grettatucker43 @ 


gmail.com. 
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Local student makes University of 
New Hampshire College Athlete Honor Society 


DURHAM, NH - Sarah Fudger, has been named to the Na- 
tional College Athlete Honor Society, Chi Alpha Sigma, which 
recognizes college student-athletes who have excelled in both 
academic and athletic competition. 

Fudger is on the women’s track and field team, at the Uni- 
versity of New Hampshire, where she majors in Biomedical 
Science: Medical and Veterinary Sciences. 


Lasell University student Hope Earle earns 
professional hospitality CHDT certification 


NEWTON -— Hope Earle, a Lasell University student from 
South Hadley, recently earned the designation of Certified Hos- 


pitality Department Trainer. 


The CHDT is a professional certification that recognizes 
hospitality professionals for their knowledge and skills in train- 
ing employees within any vertical of the hospitality industry. 
According to Professor Siddharth Mobar, “This prestigious cre- 
dential and certification provides formal recognition, as well as 
the added responsibility of showing others how to do the job 


right.” 


Jennifer Bailly named to Goodwin 
University’s President’s List, Fall 2020 


EAST HARTFORD, CT — Jennifer Bailly of South Hadley, 
earned a place on Goodwin University’s President’s List for the 
Fall 2020 Session. The Fall 2020 President’s List includes 414 
students, all of whom scored a perfect 4.0 GPA. 

Goodwin University in East Hartford, Connecticut, is an 
innovative learning community that empowers hard-working 
students to become sought-after employees. We tailor our pro- 
grams to address the needs of employers, and we shape them to 
fit the lives of students. Classes are conveniently offered year- 
round - days, evenings, weekends, and online. Degrees may be 
flexibly layered across certificate, associate, bachelor’s, and 
master’s programs in a variety of in-demand fields. Better still, 
we surround our students with the personal support and the pro- 
fessional guidance they need - not just to earn degrees, but to 
change lives for themselves, their families, and their commu- 
nities. For more information, please visit www.goodwin.edu. 





CSA from page 8 


grow food in an accessible way 
for not only our own school 
community but for the wider 
community,” says Nicki Robb, 
land stewardship director. “We 
offered our first CSA last year, 
distributing to our community 
of shareholders, but the large 
bulk of the produce was shared 
with Gardening the Community 
in Springfield and Abundance 
Farm in Northampton. It is a re- 
lationship.” 

Six acres of the school’s land 
is devoted to growing crops for 
the CSA. One-third of that goes 
to shareholders, and the rest is 
distributed to food insecurity 
organizations for families in 


need, Robb says. 

Hartsbrook’s Agricultur- 
al Arts curriculum begins in 
second grade and continues 
through high school. Every 
year includes a component of 
animal husbandry and garden- 
ing. As an example, third-grad- 
ers grow a three sisters garden 
(corn, beans, and squash), tying 
into that grade’s core themes for 
the year and also to indigenous 
practices in the valley as they 
learn how to sustainably work 
the land. When students grow 
grains, they learn the process 
from sowing seeds to harvest- 
ing and baking bread. By high 
school, students are learning 
about the human impact on 
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sustainability and climate con- 
sciousness. 

It is inherently healing for 
children to “experience a real 
empathic relationship with the 
natural world, through activity 
and a sense of responsibility,” 
Robb said. They not only learn 
where their food and clothing 
come from; they graduate from 
the high school informed and 
aware, able to make choices 
with a sense of how their actions 
impact the rest of the world. 

Local families can adopt 
some of these lessons by watch- 
ing a Series of instructional vid- 
eos about how to start a family 
garden. Hartsbrook offers com- 
post to the wider community to 
aid in home growing projects. 

Vimeo links to help families 
start gardens: Planting Seeds, 
Turning Your Garden, and Com- 
post for All 

The Hartsbrook School and 
farm has been a leader in the 
independent school movement 
of the Pioneer Valley for more 
than 40 years. Driven by a land- 
based Waldorf curriculum on 
its 54-acre campus, Hartsbrook 
educates students from preK 
through high school. The peda- 
gogy provides for hands-on, ex- 
periential learning at the proper 
developmental stage for every 
child. 


RTS 33 -202 from page 2 


Harris cited a change to zon- 
ing regulations made after the 
2010 Master Plan was adopted to 
restrict the density of multi-fam- 
ily housing outside of South 
Hadley Falls. A density cap in 
residence zone A-1 was put at 
1.2 units per acre. 

“In 2010,” (a developer) “got 
approval for six condominiums 
in three buildings on this prop- 
erty. Today the Planning Board 
cannot approve that. Today you 
can’t build more than three res- 
idential units either detached or 
single family houses on the 2.7- 
acre site,’ Harris said. 

A development of mixed 
residential and business uses 
would be allowed under current 
residential regulations. If zoning 
were changed to business, the 
housing density cap would not 
apply, Harris said. 

Harris suggested the board 
could recommend to ‘Town 
Meeting, set for June 9, that the 
zone change proposal be de- 
ferred to another time because at 
this point, “we don’t at this time 
have a zoning classification, a 
zoning district that seems most 
appropriate for this corridor.” 

In its petition to seek a zoning 
amendment, Channing stated the 
conceptual plan “currently under 


draft form will reflect a concep- 
tual proposal for a multi-tenant 
retail store or similar use” and 
added, “the applicant acknowl- 
edges that any conceptual plan 
presented is not binding when 
considering a zone change.” 

“T’m making it clear I’m not 
asking for a gas station. Never 
have, never wanted to,’ Chan- 
ning said. 

South Hadley resident Linda 
Young said any zone change for 
the property would be “prema- 
ture” considering the yet-incom- 
plete Master Plan 2020 update 
and state study of the Routes 33- 
202 corridor. She also warned of 
traffic issues caused by vehicles 
turning onto and off the high- 
ways to and from any commer- 
cial establishment there — an is- 
sue of “complexity” also noted 
by Channing in his presentation. 
State Department of Transporta- 
tion approval for access would 
ultimately be required. 

South Hadley resident Mar- 
tha Terry noted that the zone 
change would be premature and 
amounts to “spot zoning,” a term 
Harris generally described as 
a designation inappropriate to 
its nearby and surrounding land 
uses. 

“We could wind up with a gas 
station to a fast food place to a 
big store,” Terry said. 
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Reminder 


National Stroke Awareness Month 
in May brings attention to signs 


and symptoms of stroke 


SPRINGFIELD — How many 
times have you heard the phrase, 
“Tf it hurts, get it checked?” 

The same can’t be said about 
a stroke which 1s called “the si- 
lent killer.” 

“Stroke is called ‘the silent 
killer’ because high blood pres- 
sure, which may show no symp- 
toms, puts you 4 to 6 times more 
likely to have a stroke,’ said Dr. 
Rajiv Padmanabhan of the De- 
partment of Neurology at Bay- 
state Medical Center. 

Other risk factors for stroke 
include heart disease and _ atri- 
al fibrillation which can double 
your risk, smoking, diabetes, 
high cholesterol, sickle cell 
disease, and a family history of 
stroke. 

May is National Stroke 
Awareness Month and _ stroke 
is a leading cause of death for 
Americans and a leading cause 
of serious long-term disability. 

On average, someone in the 
United States has a stroke ev- 
ery 40 seconds. There are about 
795,000 new or recurrent strokes 
each year. On average, someone 
dies of a stoke every 3 minutes 
and 33 seconds in the country. 
There are about 405 deaths from 
stroke each day. 

“During National Stroke 
Month and throughout the year 
it is vitally important to be fa- 
miliar with the warnings signs 
and symptoms of stroke, as well 
as to learn how you can mini- 
mize your risk of stroke by con- 
trolling risk factors,’ said Dr. 
Padmanabhan. 

About 87% of all strokes are 
classified as ischemic strokes, 
when part of the brain sudden- 
ly has a disruption in its blood 
supply. Without blood flow, that 
part of the brain does not receive 
the necessary oxygen and nutri- 
ents. Brain tissue dies as a result. 
Most strokes happen because 
a blood clot blocks an artery, 
or a blood vessel breaks in the 
brain or neck in case of bleeding 
stroke. 

“Time is crucial and the lon- 
ger you wait to get care, the more 
damage occurs to your brain 
cells,’ said Dr. Padmanabhan, 
who serves as medical director 
of the hospital’s Stroke Program. 

Close to two million brain 
cells die every minute during 
a stroke — which occurs when 
blood vessels carrying oxygen to 
the brain are either blocked by a 
blood clot or rupture — increas- 
ing your risk of permanent brain 
damage, disability or death. 
In case of a clotting stroke, a 
clot-busting medication is ad- 
ministered within the first few 
hours of the initial stroke. The 
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sooner this is given, the better 
the outcome and disability. 

Better stroke outcomes begin 
with stroke recognition and call- 
ing 9-1-1 immediately can make 
a difference. Yet, calling 9-1-1 
within one hour of symptoms is 
done in fewer than 50% of stroke 
cases and only 53% of stroke pa- 
tients used emergency medical 
services in the nation. 

Dr. Padmanabhan noted 
amazing teamwork at Baystate 
Medical Center resulted recently 
in a record for door to CT scan 
time of one minute. And with a 
recent stroke patient,a door to 
t-PA (clot-busting drug) of 19 
minutes. National guidelines 
call for door-to-imaging time 
(CT scan) within 25 minutes for 
suspected acute stroke patients 
and door to clot-busting thera- 
py should be 60 minutes or less, 
preferably less than 45 minutes. 

“Knowing the warning signs 
of stroke are key to survival and 
preventing any long-term dis- 
ability,’ said Dr. Padmanabhan. 

Major warning signs of a 
stroke are: 

e Numbness or weakness on 
one side of the body — a droop- 
ing face or arm that falls when 
you lift it up. These feelings can 
also apply to the spine, legs and 
feet. 

e Sudden severe headache. 

e Blurry vision, loss of pe- 
ripheral vision, or total loss of 
vision in one or both eyes. 

¢ Feeling abnormally con- 
fused. 

e¢ Problems communicating, 
which could include = slurred 
speech or the inability to under- 
stand what someone is saying to 
you. 

e Sudden trouble walking, 
dizziness, loss of balance, or 
lack of coordination. 

While women and men share 
a common set of stroke symp- 
toms, women may also experi- 
ence nausea or vomiting, genera 
weakness and fainting spells, 
shortness of breath, sudden non- 
stop hiccups, and extreme tired- 
ness. 

About 10% to 15% of all 
strokes occur in adults age 50 or 
under. Stroke is among the Top 
Five causes of death in wom- 
en and kills more women than 
men. Black adults have nearly 
twice the stroke risk as white 
adults and the highest risk of dy- 
ing from stroke. Hispanics have 
seen an increase in death rates 
from stroke over the years and 
have the greatest number of risk 
factors. 

“It’s also important to note 
that as risk factors for older 
adults are increasingly being 


seen in young adults such as 
obesity and its resulting health 
problems, there are signs that 
stroke may be increasing in 
young adults. These risk factors 
in the younger population must 
be addressed early on by prima- 
ry care doctors,’ said Dr. Pad- 
manabhan. 

In addition to clot-busting 
drugs, advances in technology 
have made it possible for doctors 
to reduce one’s risk of permanent 
damage or death. A newer tool in 
the battle against ischemic stroke 
is an advanced procedure called 
thrombectomy, and in western 
Massachusetts, this procedure 
is performed exclusively at Bay- 
state Medical Center’s state-of- 
the-art neurointerventional lab- 
oratory. Thrombectomy involves 
anesthetizing the patient, then 
inserting a thin metallic stent- 
like device into an artery in the 
leg. The surgeon then threads the 
device up to the blockage in the 
brain, where it opens to imme- 
diately restore blood circulation, 
eventually grabbing onto the clot 
and pulling it out. A similar pro- 
cedure is also used to secure a 
ruptured brain aneurysm. 

The good news is that most 
strokes — some 80% - can be pre- 
vented by lifestyle changes and 
treating your risk factors such 
as lowering your blood pressure 
and cholesterol levels, losing 
weight if you are obese, eating a 
heart-heathy diet, and getting off 
the couch and exercising more, 
noted Dr. Padmanabhan. 

“Tt is very important to iden- 
tify your risk factors and manage 
these conditions with assistance 
from your primary care physi- 
cian,” he said. 

“Please remember, if you 
or someone you know may be 
having a stroke, it’s important 
to recognize the signs by re- 
membering the acronym B. E. 
F.A.S.T. : B stands for balance 
(abnormal or loss), E stands for 
eye-vision loss/double vision, 
F stands for face drooping, A 
stands for arm weakness, S 
stands for speech difficulty and 
T stands for time to call 911,” 
said Dr. Padmanabhan. 

The acute stroke team at Bay- 
state Medical Center provides 
care for more than 1,600 stroke 
patients each year, more than 
any other hospital in western 
Massachusetts. Treatment and 
rehabilitation services, and in- 
clude: inpatient stroke services, 
stroke emergency services, te- 
lestroke services, rehabilitation 
services after stroke, and stroke 
Support services. 

For more information on 
B.E.F.A.S.T., visit befast.org. 
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SHPD hosts community 
engagement forum with 
its PACE Team 


SOUTH HADLEY - Res- 
idents are invited to attend a 
virtual Q and A forum with 
members of the South Hadley 
Police Access and Community 
Engagement Team on May 26 
at 6:30 p.m. 

In this forum the PACE 
Team hopes to solicit questions 
and feedback from the commu- 
nity about the department to 
guide the discussion. Have you 
ever wondered about the train- 
ing, policies, or practices of the 
South Hadley Police Depart- 
ment? Or have you wondered 
how officers are hired and su- 
pervised, or what de-escalation 
techniques officers use? If the 
department has body camer- 
as? Here is an opportunity to 
ask questions and have them 
answered by members of the 
PACE Team or provide feed- 
back about the department. 

Due to the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic, and to 
reach as many members of 
the South Hadley community 
members as possible, the fo- 
rum will be conducted virtual- 
ly via Zoom and broadcast live 
on South Hadley Community 
Television Channel 15. 

Selectboard Member Chris- 
topher Geraghty will moderate 
the forum, which will be held 
from 6:30 to 7:45 p.m. PACE 
team members Sgt. Mark Ba- 


ran, Ofc. Cindy Boyle, Set. Jeff 
Goulet, Det. Feliz Blaney-Pe- 
rez, Ofc. Junior Swaby and 
Chief Jennifer Gundersen will 
be present to answer the sub- 
mitted questions. 

Residents are asked to sub- 
mit questions in advance by 
Monday, May 24 here: https:// 
forms.gle/5RmcdFj YacTE4T- 
dv7 

Register in advance for the 
view-only forum, here: https:// 
usQ2web.zoom.us/webinar/ 
register/WN_LuYiktLeRQyx- 
tuELe_9Klw 

By registering, you will au- 
tomatically be a sent a link to 
the forum. If you have ques- 
tions, please contact the Police 
Chief Jennifer Gundersen’s 
office by phone at 413-538- 
5050 ext. 6301 or by email at 
gundersenj @southhadleypo- 
lice.org, or contact Selectboard 
Member Christopher Geraghty 
at cgeraghty @southhadleyma. 
gov. 

The intent is to offer simi- 
lar forums on a quarterly basis 
with guest moderators help- 
ing members of the depart- 
ment hear from and speak to 
the South Hadley community. 
Learn more about the PACE 
Team here: https://www.south- 
hadley.org/1075/Police-Ac- 
cess-and-Community-Engage- 
ment-P 


COVID-19 testing at HCC 
extended through June 


HOLYOKE - Even though 
infection rates have been drop- 
ping and vaccinations are be- 
coming more readily avail- 
able, free “Stop the Spread” 
COVID-19 testing at Holyoke 
Community College has been 
extended through June 2021, 
according to the Holyoke Board 
of Health. 

Drive-through testing at 
HCC is conducted six days a 
week in parking lot H near the 
western entrance to the Dona- 
hue Building on the college’s 
main campus, 303 Homestead 
Ave. 

Wait times for tests are not 
nearly as long as they used to 
be, according to site adminis- 
trators, with only a handful of 
vehicles lined up at the busiest 
times. 

HCC has been serving as a 
“Stop the Spread” drive-through 
testing site since last summer 
to help reduce the spread of 
COVID-19. 

Drivers are asked to enter the 
campus from Homestead Ave- 


nue, turn left onto the Campus 
Road and proceed to parking lot 
H. There will be signs and park- 
ing attendants on site to manage 
the flow of traffic. 

The HCC testing site is open 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
and Saturday from 7 a.m. to 11 
a.m.; and Tuesday and Thursday 
from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Testing is free to all Massa- 
chusetts residents, and conduct- 
ed on a first-come, first-serve 
basis. There are no appoint- 
ments and no referral is neces- 
sary. Turnaround time for results 
is typically four days or fewer. 

More information on all of 
the Stop the Spread test sites 
across the tate can be found 
at: — https://www.mass.gov/in- 
fo-details/stop-the-spread. 

Please Note: Testing may 
sometimes be cancelled due 
to inclement weather. Be sure 
to visit the Holyoke Board of 
Health website for up-to-date 
information on cancellations: 

https://www.holyoke.org/ 
departments/board-of-health 


To advertise on this page 
call the Town Reminder at 


283-8393 


GD GUAT GEC GETS 


GAGNON ELECTRIC 


All Types Of Electrical Work. 


Fully Insured. 
All Work Fully Guaranteed 


Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A 


933-8867 


NORM LEPAGE CONTRACTOR 
Additions, Remodeling, Repairs 
Roofing, Decks, Garages, 
Porches, Termite Damage, Etc. 
Licensed. Insured. Experienced. 


323-4961 


EDGE TREE SERVICE, INC. 
Tree Removal, Trimming, 
Land Clearing, Stump Grinding. 
Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 
Peter Edge 532-5764 


www.edgetreeservice.com 





LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE 


AND LANDSCAPING 


Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls, 
Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding, Irrigation. 


Insured 
534-1002 TFN 
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Classifieds 


12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $170.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


| SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


May 14, 2021 


Call us at 413.283.8393 





INVENTORS - FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


or call: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 
Base Price 
$29.00 
Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wani- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! 
Comics, Comic Artwork, 
Vintage Toys, Pulps, Mags! 
50+ years of experience! 
Gary Dolgoff 413-529-0326 
gary@gdcomics.com 





1 *******A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul@gmail.com 


AB Hauling and 


Removal Service 





2**xxxk*A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


Base Price 

$26.00 

Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 
Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 
Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 
Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





State: Zip: 


X per week rate = $ 


Credit Card: LI MasterCard LIVISA 1 Discover LI Cash lL) Check# 
Card # Exp. Date CVV _ 
Amount of charge: Date: 


DEADLINES: 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Custom 
driveways. Oil & stone specialists. Call 
today for a free quote. 413-289-6251 
Like us on Facebook 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


- BUY/SELL 
GRIM 


Z| 


: REPEAT 
WITH THE CLASSIFIEDS! 





CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ———— 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 










we 
S 
aS 
AGS 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9, 800 





Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 


EASTHAMPTON fel 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 





Suburban 






WILBRAHAM 








WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 


Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 
First ZONE base price ee 
Add asecond ZONE _*10.00 meres 
‘i S following ZONE(s): 
Add a third ZONE 5.00 
Subtotal J 
x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING Lawn 
mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-ups, 
mulching, pruning. Holyoke, South 
Hadley, Chicopee, and surrounding 
towns. Call 413-536-3697. 


S&S LANDSCAPING LLC 
Residential and Commercial 
Yard clean-ups, lawn mowing, lawn 
repair and seeding, mulch, stone, 
hedge trimming, planting 
Free estimates, Fully insured 
You'll like us mower 
(413) 374-4091 


T & S LANDSCAPING Highest 
quality, lowest price. Serving the Pio- 
neer Valley. Weekly, bi-weekly mow- 
ing, Spring, Fall and Gutter clean-ups. 
(413)330-3917 


LAWN & GARDEN 


A.A. ROTOTILLING Time to till gar- 
dens, flower beds wherever. Be safe 
grow your own. Operator fully vaccinat- 
ed. Call Bob 413-626-1927. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


EXPERIENCED ROOFER does 
sheds, garages and ranches, not fast, 
but does good work (413)786-7924., 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. BOBCAT 
WORK. Family owned/ operated since 
1950 (413)537-5090 
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TRASH, JUNK, CLUTTER We 
clean out all. Prompt courteous ser- 
vice. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Dumpster service available. DiRico 
Properties (413) 530-1299 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


TUNE-UP 


LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 


Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 





FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


Grandparents 
& Friends 
SPECIAL 








We are offering a great deal for you to celebrate your 
graduate in your community graduation issue. 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


CASH FOR 
JUNK 


AND REPAIRABLE 


CARS 


FREE TOWING 
FAST SERVICE 
CASH PAID AS IS 


oy.) Bel wae >.4) 
Oe a ee 


AUTO FOR SALE 


For Sale 2010 Toyota Tacoma TRD 
Sport. 4 Door, 6 Foot Bed, 109300 
Miles, Excellent Condition. Call 


(413)283-4266 or (413)531-0554 


MOTORCYCLES 


2015 Honda Rebel 250 Showroom. 
2600 Miles. $3000 Firm (413)374- 
8810 


Classified 
Advertising 
DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 





HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 








Reminder 


Classifieds 


I SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 
www.orionfarm.net 


GARDEN/LANDSCAPING __ AS- 
SISTANT The Gardens of Wilbraham 
is seeking a per-diem outdoor garden 
& landscaping assistant. Must pos- 
sess experience in care of property & 
landscaping & have excellent people 
skills. Interested candidates please 
send/fax resume: The Gardens of 
Wilbraham, 2 Lodge Ln, Wilbra- 
ham, MA 01095 Fax: (413)596- 
5320, Melissa@thegardensof- 
wilbraham.com EOE 


HANDYMAN, PART-TIME for 
buildings in Monson, Ludlow and 
Westfield. $20/hr or more. 413-687. 
2813 


Parents, 





Submit a photo and a brief message. 


2x3 Black & White Graduation Ad 


EMAIL YOUR AD TO: 
mmecegarrett@turley.com 


eou 





SPECIAL $45.00 
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION MAY 26TH 


MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO: 
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to 
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name, 
Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV 


MAINTENANCE POSITION Ap- 
plicant will be responsible for general 
maintenance of Memorial Park and 
the baseball/soccer fields at Thornton 
Burgess. Applicant must be a least 
18 years old and will report to the 
members of the Parks and Recreation 
Commission. Hours are flexible and 
will vary by time of year. Experience 
in pool maintenance and landscap- 
ing as well as the use of landscaping 
equipment is a plus but not required. 
For more information please contact 
Parks at (413)566-2151 x108 or 
parks@hampdenma.gov. 


RATHBONE PRECISION MET- 
ALS, INC., a local manufacturer of 
cold drawn and rolled metal shapes is 
accepting applications for various po- 
sitions, 1st & 2nd shifts. Engineer-Ma- 
chine Operator-Fork Lift Driver- CAD/ 
CAM/ EDM-General Mill-Maintenance. 
Candidates should demonstrate a 
good work ethic, be dependable, have 
good judgment, and be a team player. 
Candidates must have basic reading, 
writing, and math skills, excellent com- 
munication skills and be able to pay 
close attention to detail. Based on ex- 
perience we offer competitive compen- 
sation and a comprehensive benefits 
package. Visit www.rathboneprofiles. 
com for employment applications and 

submit online, via email to linda. 
dias@rathboneprofiles.com 

or mail to 1241 Park Street, Palm- 
er, MA 01069. Rathbone is proud to 
be an equal opportunity workplace and 
is an affirmative action employer. 


Buying? Selling? 
————¢ 


Our 
Classifieds 
Get Results! 





20 


HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE 





RETIRED - DO HELPFUL WORK 
FROM HOME! PT, Independent, 
intermittent, flexible work conducting 
USDA-NASS surveys. Now by phone, 
field visits to resume in coming months. 
$13.65/hr, .56 per mile. Requires good 
car, proof of Lic./Ins., must be able to 
travel/walk 2 mi. iPad provided, paid 
training. Ag experience not required. 
For info: www.nasda.org/nass To 
apply: email cover letter, resume to 
staceygb.nasda@gmail.com 

Fair Employment Opportunity Employer 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM Looking 
for reliable DPW Worker, P/T Recycling 
Attendant, and Seasonal DPW Main- 
tenance Worker. For application and 
more information please visit www. 
wilbraham-ma.gov. — Application 
Deadline 05/28/21 at 4:30 PM. EOE 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


Congratulations 


Carrie Smith 


We are s 
er O 


d your 


V 
you 


Y 


accomplishments. tm 


Good luck 


at Springfield 


College. 
Love Dad. Mom e& John 


Call us at 413.283.8393 
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VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@aol. 
com for more information. 


WANTED TO 
RENT 


SEMI-RETIRED COUPLE, Seek- 
ing an Apartment or Small House. 
Responsible, Clean, Quite, Handy. 
Chicopee area preferred. (413)847- 
0402 


FOR RENT 


ea) 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 












TURLEY PUBLICATIONS e 24 WATER STREET, PALMER, MA 01069 e¢ 413.283.8393 
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OWN Reminder 


—— 
Get your green tnwUMNDS t in gear right here? 


May 14, 2021 
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STADLER ACE HARDWARE, INC. 











e Mowers ¢ Lawn Tractors 

e Chainsaws ¢ Trimmers 

e Generators ¢ Brush Cutters 
e Hedge Trimmers 


) We Have All Of The Tools & Materials 
A ASSEMBLED GAS GRILLS 
OPEN MON.-FRI. 8-6, SAT. 8-4, SUN. 10-4 © www.acestadler.com 
413-323-5435 
Belchertown 
e Rototillers & More 


Now Stocking All Your 
Lawn & Garden Supplies 
You Will Need To Get Your 
Yard & Lawn Ready For Spring. ' 
», ae 
Hardware POOL SUPPLIES & WATER TESTING | gti 
3 STADLER STREET, BELCHERTOWN, MA © 413-323-4521 ‘ 
al | 'Y:)") 3) Power Equipment 
larder bet eeetla Rte. 9, 10 Ware Road, 
Belchertown 
Farm Supply 
Rte. 202 N. 357 Daniel Shays Hwy, 
413-323-6336 
www.devonliane.com 


Hodgen 


Landscape Co., Inc. 


Est. 1956 
a i 


Complete Landscaping, Designing & Planting 
P.O. Box 873 | Belchertown, MA 01007 


Phone (413) 323-4949 Fax (413) 323-4999 cell (413) 246-8061 
hodgenlandscape.com # hodgenlandscape@gmail.com 


ge, ANDREW'S 
a 





GREENHOUSE 


1184 S. East St. 
S. Amherst, MA 


253-2937 


Everything 
You Need 
, For Your 
» Spring Planting 
| Needs! 


631 CENTER ST, Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW e 589- 7071 e www.randallsfarm.net 


OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM-8PM 


Ornamental 
Flowers 
And 
Vegetable 
Starts 


Family Owned 
& Operated 


25 Mieseait St, Granby 
413-467-3276 


ay ies. Map P= 
‘ 


Huge Selection of 
Annuals & Perennials 
Hanging Baskets, 
Fruit & Vegetable Starts, 
Chicken Manure 
(Ofosanh oley=] mea \/Koya=) 

35 Amherst St., Granby 
413-320-6802 


www. davesnaturalgarden.com 





- AMHERST 
- FARMERS SUPPLY | 


ui 320 So. Pleasant St., 








For Your Lawn, Garden 
and Landscaping Needs 


Amherst, MA 
(413) 253-3436 


Class Grass 


GARDEN CENTER 


Annuals ¢ Perennials ¢ Water Garden Supplies 





Bark Mulch & Loam ¢ Open 7 Days 


140 West State Street, Route 202 Granby, MA 01033 
(413) 467-7979 ¢ www. classgrass. com 


DS Nh ( 
| 


ASLAN) UN VSL WAC ACH AAS (ANCA KA A i, i Me 
(Your Complete GARDEN Center | 
tl ih | WANA i A eto HAMANN NAT NC oie 


\ N 





GRANBY COUNTRY GRAIN 


108 West State Street, Granby ¢ 1-413- 467- 3838 : 


For All Your Annuals, 
Perennials, Garden Decor, 
Lawn, Garden & 
Landscaping Needs 





Ce - €e oO OO- Ce oF | GO - 


oi ™, eG C- 





, = > S> 
— OPEN 
Monday- ¢ 
Saturday 


™ |Your lawn projects start here! 


. Rototillers, brush mowers, 
‘, pressure washers, overseeders, 
dethatchers, and more. 


SOUTH HADLEY e 533-5503 
577 Granby Road (Rt. 202) 


HADLEY e 584-4184 
301 Russell Street (Rt. 9) 


TI’S\} 
FiucEVecve | 
CET a 


Hadley 
413-584-4184 





www. tjstruevaluerental. roToyan 


VALLEY’S BEST 
LOAM SOURCE 


A large variety 

of bark mulch, 
landscaping stone 
& walkway/patio 
products, pavers, 
compost, 

lawn décor 

& more! 


os egan’s Va y | Tey, 
> 


7 & Landscape of 
8 Mill Valley Road ¢ Hadley 
413-582-1263 
www.megansvalley.com 






It’s Spring and Time 
to Get Your Outdoor 
Project Started! 


Deliveries 
e Screened Loam e Fill ¢ Gravel 


Services 
e Sitework e Trucking 
e Equipment Rental 
e Septic Repair & Installation 


| HAYWAR 


Building Contractors 
Belchertown, MA 


413-323-7649 


Fully 
Icensed 
and 
insured 









A CRYSTAL GARDENS 


UNLIMITE —D farm & Nursery 


A Fine GARDEN BOUTIQUE SPECIALIZING IN. 


Hardy & (Jnusual Plants = ed bles & Organics fe Seasonal & 5S pedidlty Decor 
CUSTOM ORDERS ~ Pick Ur & LOCAL DELIVERY ONLY ~ Sects VIP SERVICES 
WWW.CRYSTALGARDENSUNLIMITED.COM ~ TEXTINFO/DESIRES TO 413.248.6742 


Route 9, 
Amherst, MA 
(413) 253-3411 


For All Your 
Spring Home 
& Garden 
Needs. 


Route 6, Brattleboro, VT 
(602) 257-7373 


18 Elm St., 
Deerfield, MA 
(413) 865-5881 


Routes 5 & 10 
Greenfield, MA 
(413) 774-8311 


J HOME CENTERS 
www.leaderhome.com 


Route 32, Barre, MA 
(978) 355-3411 


GARDENER 


SUPPLY COMPANY COMPANY 


at ‘at Hadley Garden Center Garden Center 
Route 9, 285 Russell St, Hadley, MA 01035 
(413) 58-1423 « gardeners.com/store 


100% Employee-Owned 


TREE PRUNING ¢ TREE REMOVAL ¢ STUMP REMOVAL 
TREE & SHRUB CARE ¢ AND MORE! 


CALL 
TODAY 
FOR YOUR aw 


FREE a 
aa | LANDSCAPE LLC. 
RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL 


413-439-5732 « talltreelandscape.com 





PROPERTY SAMAINTENANCE 


Mowing, Mulch, Lawns & Landscapes 
Fall & Spring Cleanups, Design & More 


Land Management | 
Brush Mowing - Tree Work 
Landscaping - Cordwood 

Botanical Consulatations 


Qutdoor Power Equipment 
Sales * Service * Parts 
Reatieaie and Commercial ried ant Garden Seaman 5 ey: 
OG Sere & Er ba ® ie ene rats : — een = ya _ 
a! Pr jks = Seharu 


, 415, Whitmey Street 
Aumiberst, PALA, O02 


Erni gigtt fe 


413-253-7358 
boydenandperron.com 


SHralien © beumeeh = 


